
 
 

         EXL 300  
        Cross Cultural Learning: Theory and Practice 

 Professor Ishita Sinha-Roy 

Quick Flashback: A selection of thought provoking, funny, and insightful posts from 

Allegheny College students in the Fall 2006 Study Abroad/Study Away programs. 

BLOG ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS: 

CULTURE ENTRY: In this blog, discuss your first impressions of the new culture you found 
yourself in. What was the defining experience or event that marked your entry as a visitor? 
Again, please keep this to one screen of text. 

CULTURAL ADAPTATION: In this assignment, your challenge is to identify three new 
behaviors or mannerisms that you have consciously adopted in order to fit in. Discuss how 
this adaptation helps you, and what would happen if you chose not to change your 
behaviors in this way. 

ETIQUETTE: As you settle into your new home-away-from-home, what are some of the 
cultural rules or what non-verbal forms of communication strike you as different? Explain 
what you have learned with examples. 

FOOD: What dining customs or food in your new culture reflect insights about the culture 
you are in? Remember, your account of the customs or food should be an explanation from 
your host-culture's point-of-view, and not through the lens of your own culture. 

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Describe one cultural feast or tradition that you have been introduced  
to. What is the myth or story behind this celebration? How has it evolved and been 
influenced by globalization and/or technology? 
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CULTURE  ENTRY: 
The entire experience thus far has been 
amazing! I was initially very 
surprised, however, by the extent to 
which American culture really has 
infiltrated into the Australian culture. 
Fast food here, for instance, is exactly 
what we have at home: McDonalds 
(though they do call its Mackers here), 
Burger King (Hungry Jacks here), 
Subway, Pizza Hut, Dominos, Red 
Rooster, KFC. It's insane. But actually 
it is really nice to have the comfort of 
familiar food as an option, especially 
because dining halls here are only 
open for one hour for each meal! I 
think that was probably the moment it 
really sunk in that I wasn't in America; 

2

when I found out I couldn't get food 
whenever it was convenient for me. Each 
dorm here has a dining hall that's set up 
kind of like Brooks at Allegheny: buffet 
style, but with fewer options. I never 
would have thought I would appreciate 
Brooks food! There's nothing like 
McKinley’s here, which is open between 
meals. Breakfast is from 8-9, lunch from 
12-1 and dinner 6-7. It's probably the 
most talked about part of the experience 
between the Americans here! Overall 
though, Australia and its culture are 
very intriguing, it's just going to take a 
little digging and looking beyond the 
American influences in order to uncover 
it all. (harmsc, Australia)  
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BLOG ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS (Contd.): 

MEDIA: Select a media example (a billboard, print ad, etc.) or a cultural artifact (a sign, 
object, toy, etc.) that you can share with us visually, and discuss why you selected it as 
being of particular interest in representing the popular culture of your host site. 

EDUCATION: What is the most significant difference in how students from your host 
culture approach education vs. American students? How do you account for the 
difference(s)? 

REFLECTIONS: It's been an entire semester of a different kind of learning experience. What 
have you learned about yourself as you have traveled to other cities, met new people, and 
learned new things? If you had to reflect on any single pre-conception you had before you 
made this trip, tell us how that's changed. 
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When I flew into the Köln 
airport it was definitely a 
bit of a culture shock. In 
Amsterdam, everything 
was in English, but in 
Köln there was none. I 
flew in 2 days early with 
a friend, and it was quite 
a shock when we got to 
the hotel. They gave us 
two hand towels for bath 
towels and the room was 
quite small. The hotel did 
not have the conveniences 
that are included in the 
cheapest chain hotels in 
America. The night we 
flew in we decided to 
discover the city. We 
couldn´t figure out how 
to use the strassenbahn, 
so we went for 2 days 
without buying a ticket. 
Good thing no one 
checked tickets because 
later we found out it was 
a 40 Euro fine. Germans 
seem to be very 
concentrated 

solely on conserving 
energy. When the 
strassenbahn has enough 
natural light all the lights 
inside automatically shut 
off. It is also this way at 
my host family’s 
apartment. When I come 
into the lobby I turn on 
the light and it 
automatically switches off 
after a few minutes. Their 
water heating systems are 
not the same, and I have 
taken a few cold showers 
already. Additionally, 
many Germans grocery 
shop for only a couple 
days at a time, whereas at 
home, we shop for food 
for a week or two. 
Although these little 
things are so different, I 
am trying to adjust and 
learn the language, which 
seems to be the most 
important and difficult 
task at this time. (hilkera, 
Germany) 

 

The biggest adjustment 
that I think I've made is 
making the quick 
transition from being a 
"tourist" to an actual 
D.C. student. We spent 
our first few weekends 
seeing all the sights, 
shopping, taking 
pictures, trying to 
experience the night 
scene, but as soon as 
classes started and our 
internships got into full 
swing, we quickly 
learned what it's like to 
be an actual D.C. 
resident, and, in some 
ways, a real "grown 
up." We have to catch 
the metro early to get 
to our jobs on time 
during rush hour. I 
know I've found a new 
reliance on Starbucks 
to get me through the 
day. I’ve finally even 
learned to navigate 
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CULTURAL 
ADAPTATION: 

Washington is a very 
diverse place. Obviously, 
politics reigns supreme 
here. You cannot go 
anywhere without hearing 
about some sort of political 
jargon. But culture is huge 
here as well. There are all 
types of museums here, 
and they are widely 
visited. In addition, there 
are free concerts in the 
Kennedy Center, the 
National Mall, and even 
the lawn of the U.S. 
Capitol. I've been adapting 
to the culture of D.C. It is 
different than a city 

like Pittsburgh, because it 
is a walking city. You get 
off the metro, and walk 3 
blocks to wherever your 
destination is. I am 
getting used to being a 
non-tourist and walking 
down the giant escalators 
instead of standing. You 
better not stand on the 
left side, or you'll get 
yelled at or pushed away. 
I am getting used to 
being sandwiched in 
Metro Cars. The people 
in D.C. are extremely 
nice. They will get you 
anywhere you need to 
go, as long as you ask. I 
am also getting used to 
being searched and 
checked by security 
wherever I go. It is kind 
of scary, but that is how 
life is here. I am getting 
used to this place, and 
blending into D.C. life 
well. (fisherm2, 
Washington D.C.)     
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…through the city 
without looking 
completely lost. I've even 
gotten used to the 
"important people" 
walking around 
everywhere in their 
business suits, constantly 
on their cell phones, 
running everyone in their 
way over. In fact, it 
almost seems to me that 
we strive to fit in with 
them, struggling to make 
a name for ourselves by 
dressing to impress our 
supervisors. It is 
definitely a much more 
competitive world down 
here.  (marshl, Washington 
D.C.) 
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and something I could 
easily get used to seeing 
everyday for the next 
four months. After being 
hypnotized by the 
scenery, I decided to 
jump right into the 
culture and try the fish 
and chips, a very good 
choice I might add. 
Though the rest of the 
food is not quite what I 
expected, everything 
else is awesome. 

The people, culture, and 
landscape are all so 
different from anything 
we have back home. I 
find new surprises about 
the way of life here 
everyday, something 
that doesn't happen in 
Meadville. Cheers! (hochl, 
Britain) 

 

One of the first things 
that the instructors told 
the students when we 
got into Paris was, "make 
sure that when you go 
into a store or ask 
someone a question out 
in public to say 'bonjour,' 
otherwise you might not 
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It is quite a different 
experience stepping off a 
plane in a foreign 
country not knowing 
anyone, but at least 
everyone here speaks 
English. However, the 
British were very helpful 
in showing me how to 
get to the train station 
and how to carry my 
bags through the airport. 
I knew I was in a 
different country when I 
was on the train to 
Lancaster and I looked 
outside the window and 
saw nothing but cows, 
sheep and green 
mountains. It was 
absolutely breath taking,  
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not to look interested in 
what others are doing. It's 
what a lot of women do 
here, most of them read 
while on the metro. The 
only other thing that I can 
really think of is basically 
going about my business 
and trying not to be loud 
out in public with my 
friends. That can bring a 
lot of unwanted attention 
here. You really do have 
to adapt and act like the 
natives in order to 
maintain security. 
Basically one can say that 
the French try to respect 
each other without giving 
too much of themselves 
away and without having 
to try to act like they're 
everyone's friend, because 
they're not. (wagnerj2, 
France) 

Although I have been in 
France for almost two 
months, I find that I am 
still adjusting to the 
culture on a daily basis. 
For example, my friends 
and I failed to remember 
that Sunday is pretty 
much a day of rest and 
relaxation in France. 
Most stores, even the 
largest supermarkets, 
are closed all day. 
Because this is primarily 
a Catholic country, the 
city life is dim on 
Sundays because the 
majority of citizens 
spend their Sundays in 
church and having long 
(4 or 5 hour) meals with 
their families. (augustm, 
France) 
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..get any response/help 
from them." It seems 
quite simple, but there 
is indeed a system of 
politeness here that you 
say “hello, thank you, 
goodbye..." but without 
all of the smiling and 
cheerfulness that you 
might expect in from 
someone in America. 
People here are polite, 
but they don't go out of 
their way to be nice to 
you, especially if they 
have to work at 
pretending to be nice. 
One of the most 
important things that 
I've adapted to here is 
maintaining my 
personal space and my 
own business while on 
the metro. I haven't 
received much 
unwanted attention 
from the men here (as I 
had been warned 
about), mostly because I 
keep to myself and try  
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He invited us to the first 
place or two, and we in 
turn invited him to the 
next few. Eventually, I 
had eaten all I wanted to 
eat, but he invited us to 
another place. In turn, 
we had to invite him 
once again. This friendly 
tradition becomes a 
cycle that can become 
difficult to break. ! 
Overall, I had a lot of 
fun and learned a great 
deal about Spanish 
cuisine, but it was also 
an important lesson 
about the intricacies of 
what might seem to be a 
simple invitation. 
(lackey, Spain) 

As I look around me, on 
campus and when I 
venture into town, one 
major cultural difference 
sticks out to me between 
Americans and Brits: 
chivalry. I cannot 
remember the last time 
someone, besides my dad 
waited for me to go 
through the door first, or 
who let me step off the 
bus before him just 
because I am a girl. It 
amazes me to be in 
Lancaster and everywhere 
I go, guys hold the door 
for everyone! It’s little 
things like that that I 
think our generation at 
home lacks. I have found 
many interesting and 
socially provocative 
things about England 
and it is making my 
experience here much 
more interesting! (hochl,   

  Britain) 
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ETIQUETTE: 

Shortly after I arrived in 
Spain, I started to receive 
invitations to hang out 
with different people. We 
would go out, have a 
good time, but when it 
was time to pay and go 
on our way, the person 
that had invited me 
always insisted that they 
pay. When someone 
invites you, using the 
words "te invito" it 
implies that they will pay 
for your drink, tapa, etc. 
When they do so, it is 
appropriate for you to 
return the favor and 
invite them on another 
occasion. I soon found 
out that this system 
could lead to awkward 
situations. !I met up 
with two friends of 
mine, one of whom 
lives in Seville, and he 
took us around the city 
to his favorite places to 
eat.  
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and said, "Did you try 
opening his door? Yeah 
mate, just go on in and 
get it!" So, hesitatingly, 
we walked in his room, 
hurriedly grabbed the 
video, and left. Later, I 
saw the hall mate and 
apologized for going into 
his room and taking the 
DVD when he wasn't 
there. My response was 
what I would consider 
basic etiquette, common 
decency, but he paused, 
looked at me strangely 
and said, "Doll, I left the 
door unlocked, if you 
wanted to, you could 
have taken my laptop and 
all my clothes," laughed, 
and walked away. (funks, 
Australia) 
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Australian etiquette is 
not something that 
jumps out at you on a 
daily basis. American 
and Australian etiquette 
are similar enough that 
there isn't a glaring 
distinction. One 
difference that I have 
found, however subtle, is 
that when I act what I 
consider to be politely, 
the Aussies don't 
understand why. For 
example, apologizing for 
what they consider 
unnecessary things 
mystifies them.  

One night, my friends 
and I borrowed a movie 
from a hall mate and 
then wanted to watch 
another from his 
collection. After 
knocking on his door, we 
asked his friend when he 
would be back and 
explained why. He 
looked at us, puzzled, 

FOOD: 
The food in Australia is 
not that much different 
than food in the States. In 
fact, the food resembles 
American food quite a bit. 
There are not many dishes 
that are thought of 
exclusively as Australian. 
If I were to come up with a 
most popular meal in 
Australia, I would say it 
would have heaps of meat. 
Aussies love to barbeque. 
There is meat at every 
meal. Another Aussie 
favorite is vegemite, a 
disgusting vitamin B rich 
spread they like to put on 
toast. I recently found out 
that vegemite is banned 
from the States...ok by me. 
(omniewn, Australia) 
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Needless to say, I am 
MORE than ready for some 
brunch at Brooks, and I 
promise I will never say, 
"they have NOTHING to 
eat here" ever again! 
(harmsc, Australia) 

 

As everyone knows, 
England is known for its 
tea. Imagine my excitement 
when I arrived in the Lake 
District, known as the 
home to both William 
Wordsworth and Beatrix 
Potter, and even in the 
littlest of cafes saw a long 
list of complex tea flavors. 
Right there in "Two Egg 
Cups Cafe," I tasted my 
first spot of English tea, 
which was cranberry, 
raspberry, and elderflower 
flavored, and it was, as 
expected, delicious. !As I 
got to know the students at 
University, I was intrigued 
to find the drinking habits  

very different from what I 
envisioned. During the 
day -- and at hours that 
would surprise any 
American -- students 
mostly settle for drinks at 
the college bar, but it is at 
night that I am often 
offered tea in someone's 
room. One extended 
invitation was for tea at 4 
in the morning...and here 
I thought "tea time" was at 
4 in the afternoon! That 
night we sipped our tea 
until well into the 
morning hours, leading 
our conversations into 
depths they had not gone 
before. Obviously, tea has 
evolved over the years. 
Although it is no longer 
displays the markings of 
propriety and etiquette as 
it once did, it still remains 
one of the central vehicles 
through which the young 
and the old socialize. 
(kappelm, Britain) 
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Okay so apparently I was 
wrong when I thought 
Allegheny College had 
the absolute worst 
food/meal plan options 
in the world. I recently 
saw on Facebook that a 
"Brooks Dining Hall 
Boycott" is being held 
this Thursday, and 

although I'm sure I 
would have participated 
along with the rest of the 
complaining campus if I 
were at home, I have to 
laugh from over here at 
James Cook. Sausage 
sizzles are kind of like the 
American version of the 
barbeque over here and 
they are very popular. 
Everyone loves sausages 
like we love hamburgers 
and hotdogs. Sausages 
for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, snack-- any time 
of the day. Spaghetti and 
baked beans are hot 
breakfast menu items.  
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comment about how she 
wished the boys in 
Costa Rica were taller 
and she claimed the 
coffee stunted their 
growth! And of course 
there is always the rice 
and beans! Every meal, 
breakfast, lunch or 
dinner, rice or beans or 
any combination thereof 
will be put in front of 
you. (tranelk, Costa Rica) 

 

race only lasts a few 
minutes, but thousands of 
people pack the sidewalks 
to see all the neon-pink 
wigs, stilettos, glitter glam, 
and Britney and Christina 
look-alikes. About 100 
drag queens participate, 
and gays and straights 
alike come to dress in drag, 
dance, and party after the 
race. Because the event is 
so flashy and draws such a 
diverse crowd, it has been 
compared to Mardi Gras 
and Carnival. (schmita, 
Washington D.C.) 
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A couple weekends ago, I 
spent some time with my 
host family in San Jose 
(Costa Rica's capital). I was 
shown all the historical 
parks and taken to all the 
ferias (markets) and 
grocery stores to try out all 
the fresh produce available 
in this country. If there is 
one thing Costa Rica has, it 
is fruit! Any kind of fruit 
and I have most likely 
tried it. But that isn't the 
traditional cultural pride. 
It's not uncommon to be 
offered coffee at the end of 
a meal (any meal). The 
truly amazing comment I 
heard from my family was 
that coffee is the most 
important part of Costa 
Rica's history. And after 
learning about Costa Rica's 
history through classes, I 
can agree. But the Tico's 
here start to drink coffee 
before they are old enough 
to attend school. My host 
sister even made a  

LOCAL CUSTOMS: 
 
Every year the Tuesday 
before Halloween 17th 
Street in DuPont Circle 
holds a high-heel race for 
cross-dressing men. This 
area of Washington D.C. 
has a thriving LGBTQ 
community. The drag 
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money, and maybe 
that's a result of 
globalization too 
because that is 
becoming more frequent 
in the states as well. 
Some department stores 
are already getting 
ready for Christmas, 
and so I hope that the 
sights, smells, and 
sounds of this holiday 
(even though I leave 
about 10 days before) 
give me a unique 
perspective in this 
culture. (wagnerj2, Spain) 

 

One tradition in Australia 
that I had the pleasure to 
watch this year was the 
Ashes Cup. This is a 
cricket game between 
Australia and England and 
is a huge rivalry, even 
though Australia usually 
wins. The story is that the 
Australians put a team 
together many years ago 
and when they beat the 
English, they burned the 
ashes of a bail and put it 
into an urn and presented 
it to Australia, saying that 
the loss signified the death 
of English cricket. 
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I really wish this entry 
were closer to 
Christmas because I 
think that is when I am 
going have a fascinating 
cultural experience with 
tradition and feasts. 
Last Wednesday was 
All Saints Day, and 
although I didn't have 
to go to my internship 
and many people didn't 
go to school or even 
work, there were many 
stores and businesses 
that remained open. I 
think that is going to be 
the case too this 
Saturday with Armistice 
Day. I suppose that 
shows a loss of custom 
and tradition, which the 
people here don't 
observe these holidays 
in the same way that 
they used to, perhaps 
because they are pre-
occupied with making 
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dinner because a goose is 
the symbol of St. Martin. 
Also, there are often little 
kids walking around 
with lanterns that they 
make themselves. Kids 
get candy or money in 
exchange for reciting 
verses from the Bible. 
Nov. 11th is also, of 
course, the beginning of 
Fasching/Fastnacht- 
a.k.a a HUGE Carnival 
celebration. The biggest 
party is in Köln, where I 
had the pleasure of being 
last fall. Most other 
German cities celebrate 
as well, mostly by 
getting dressed up (or 
not) and going out to  

parties. Another 
celebration that has 
made its way into 
German culture is trick-
or-treating. On 
Halloween, I noticed 
quite a few young 
children dressed up and 
going door-to-door. My 
roommates explained to 
me that the holiday is 
not totally well known 
in Germany, and that 
mostly the kids who go 
trick-or-treating get 
whatever the people 
have at home, such as 
fruit, but not necessarily 
candy. (diragot, 
Germany) 
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…Every year the urn 
goes to the homeland of 
the team that wins, 
usually Australia. Last 
year England won but 
this year, Australia took 
the ashes back. I'm pretty 
sure this tradition has 
stayed the same since it 
started, but I'm sure the 
use of technology has 
made it more readily 
available for more people 
to watch. Being able to 
watch this cup (or at least 
part of it since it was 5 
days long) with friends 
was a neat experience 
and good insight into 
Australia culture. (cainj2, 
Australia) 

 
This German holiday 
celebrates St. Martin, 
who was a Roman solider 
and a converted monk. 
Around the 11th of 
November, families 
sometimes eat goose for  
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represents their culture 
because everyone eats it 
and it is in everyone's 
frigorificos 
(refrigerators). It may 
seem insignificant to an 
American or some 
other foreigner but for 
Andaluces (people 
from Andalucia) it is 
important. Maybe we 
should all take a hint 
from the Spaniards and 
relax more often with 
some yogurt. (jablonk, 
Spain) 

I've seen a lot of 
different ads in the 
metro in Paris. Some of 
have been funny, some 
of them bizarre, and 
others just make me 
think, “What is the 
point of that?" Many 
ads don't hesitate to 
show a bit more skin 
than what would be 
allowed in the United 

Lafayette, a major 
department store. I've seen 
this many times in the 
subway. It was a bit 
shocking at first to see stuff 
like this, including some of 
the magazine covers at the 
news stands, but after a 
while it really doesn't bother 
me, although I can only 
really think of one billboard 
where a saw a male model 
portrayed as a sexual object. 
I have heard though, that 
these sort of advertisements 
were once much more 
common, so they seem to be 
on the decline. That's fine 
with me, I mean, OK, it's 
France, they're advertising 
lingerie, I get it--but really, 
what is the point of that? 
(wagnerj2, Paris) 
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MEDIA: 
 
In Spain, the daily life 
revolves around meal 
times and food. I learned 
early on that there is 
somewhat of an obsession 
with yogurt here in Spain. 
They eat it all the time and 
it dominates the television 
because of all the different 
brands and their 
commercials. I have grown 
fond of the yogurt here 
especially Danone yogurt. 
It isn't Dannon like we 
know it at home, but it has 
a creamier consistency and 
taste. Basically it is 
amazing. I think it  
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put on sunscreen 
before we went out. 
They noticed how 
many Americans were 
obsessed with being 
tan and seemed to 
think it was stupid, 
knowing the health 
risks associated with 
too much sun. (cainj2, 
Australia) 

 

Bullfighting is one of 
the most unique 
aspects of Spanish 
society and also one of 
the most famous, but it 
is surprising to see how 
heavily this cultural 
component affects 
Spanish life. There are 
countless bars in Seville 
that have bullfighting 
themes, with mounted 
bull's heads and 
pictures of matadors 
hanging on the walls. 
Practically every store 
has some sort of  

 

object that portrays a 
bullfight, from painted 
tiles and fans to bull-
shaped statues and 
bottle-openers. It is 
always more prevalent 
in the tourist zones, 
but even areas that are 
not known for their 
tourism have 
bullfighting-related 
products. There are 
some parts of Spain 
where the bullfight is 
losing its appeal 
among the people, but 
for the majority of the 
country its influences 
are as strong as ever. 
(lackey, Spain) 
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Slip Slap Slop is 
Australia's campaign to 
stop skin cancer, as it 
has very high rates since 
sun is a year round 
thing. Queensland, 
where I was, has the 
hottest summers and 
the highest rates of skin 
cancer. As a result, the 
popular slip slap slop 
campaign was put into 
place. It is short for "slip 
on a shirt, slop on 
sunscreen, and slap on a 
hat.” It is very popular 
and has proved 
effective, as many of my 
Australian friends 
proudly displayed their 
fair skin and always  
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EDUCATION: 

I just had a conversation 
today with a British 
student about the 
difference between 
American and English 
universities. The biggest 
difference I have found is 
the independent study of 
England. Allegheny 
students take 4 classes 
that meet 2 to 3 times a 
week each. And, we are 
all familiar with our 
extensive coursework, 
and the many, many long 
essays or short reports we 
must write each week. 
On the other hand, one of 
my classes at Lancaster 
has its lecture for an hour 
on Monday (where there 
is no class discussion) 
and then we attend a 
seminar every other week 
for an hour on Tuesday. 
(learner, Britain) 

At first glance, the 
Australian university 
system seemed to 
compliment the "no 
worries" atmosphere. The 
beginning of the semester 
was fairly relaxed, with 
few assignments and 
quizzes. However, once 
the second half of the 
semester hit, the 
academic pace picked up 
and started rolling. Major 
assignments and 
presentations were due in 
each class, making up 
large percentages of our 
grades. Once study week 
began, Aussies who had 
previously brushed off 
their schoolwork started 
studying from dawn until 
dusk, and I knew I was in 
for it. Most Aussies put 
little effort into classes 
until study week, then 
study like crazy, and rely 
on the heftily weighted 
finals to pull them  
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What I noticed about 
Australian billboards is 
that they aren't much 
different than those in 
the US. They are big 
and bold and a lot are 
about alcohol, clothing, 
or smoking. Sex sells as 
it does in the US, so 
expect to see a woman 
in lingerie or a 
gorgeous face next to 
your favorite product. 
Alcohol is frequently 
advertised, but these 
guys love their alcohol. 
I guess they've realized 
what's successful and 
have learned from the 
techniques in the US, or 
maybe it's the other 
way around? (podeszj, 
Australia)
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arts course, a performing 
arts course, and now an 
internship for which I am 
writing two papers. At one 
of our first meetings at the 
school, we were told that 
our teachers had been 
trained to follow an 
"Americanized" system of 
teaching and grading. So 
initially I understood that 
they were cutting us a 
break, but at the same time 
I was offended because did 
that mean my host culture 
was holding Americans to 

a different standard.  

However, I found our 
workload and our tasks 
to be very challenging, 
and despite supposedly 
being taught and graded 
on an "Americanized" 
scale, I was still presented 
with grades that often 
frustrated me. If there is 
an upside to the 
difficulties students have 
with the grading system, 
it's the free time that 
students have to do the 
things they enjoy.  
(wagnerj2, France) 
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…through. Not all of us 
can rely on such a “no 
worries” approach to 
academics! Another 
glaring difference 
between the Aussie 
educational system and 
that in America is 
grading. Here, a pass is 
50-65, and considered a 
decent score. In fact, 
professors compliment 
passing scores and most 
Aussies shoot for just a 
pass. I have never seen 
students so happy to 
receive a 50 in my life! 
(funks, Australia) 

 

I think that being in 
Paris has been an 
enriching experience, 
but sometimes I feel like 
there is always a BUT to 
explain with my blogs, 
and this one is no 
exception. My studies 
here have included a 
language class, a visual  
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classes. Luxury reading, 
like in the USA is much less 
common.  (tranelk, Costa 
Rica) 

 
When it comes to school 
Australians seem to take it 
with a grain of salt. Many 
don't start "university" 
until they are 20, 21. The 
time it takes to earn a 
degree is much more 
compact. Many degrees are 
obtained in 3 years, and 
med students jump right 
into med school with no 
pre-med classes. They 
finish and become doctors 
after 6 years. And perhaps 
the most surprising part, 
most all the medicine 
classes and degrees are 
simply pass/fail. You just 
have to PASS!! Makes you 
feel confident in the doctors 
here, eh? Australian 
students also don't seem to 
have the workload during 
the course of the semester. 

 

I had few assignments 
throughout the semester, 
which was nice and low 
stress, but then my finals 
counted 40 and 50% of my 
average. That'll create 
some stress towards the 
end. Professors rarely 
grade many of their own 
assignments as well. They 
rarely even see them. 
Tutorials are often run by 
grad students or TAs, 
which is very different 
than Allegheny. I want the 
actual professor there, the 
one who knows the info, 

not his or her understudy. 
Well I guess I'm looking 
forward to the Allegheny 
faculty, but I wouldn't 
mind a reduction in the 
workload. (podeszj, 
Australia) 
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The general Tico way of 
life is incredibly 
passive. Before we 
visited our host 
families, we were told 
that reading in front of 
them would be seen as 
rude. Apparently, 
reading is something 
done only when 
extreme boredom has 
set in. My host brother 
was working on some 
Chemistry homework 
when I was visiting, but 
he only worked on it for 
under an hour and that 
was the only 
reading/work I saw 
any member of the 
family looking at, 
besides the newspaper 
on Sunday morning. 
Education is something 
that is free for all in this 
country and is 
absolutely mandatory. 
Every student must 
attend classes. The only 
reading is done for  
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to balancing 
schoolwork, etc., I 
have really become a 
full-fledged adult. 
Studying abroad, 
away from family 
and friends and 
familiarities, it really 
makes you learn to 
depend on and trust 
yourself. (funks) 

 

I have learned and 
experienced too much 
to mention in a short 
passage. Firstly, I 
have become much 
more independent 
and self-reliant. 
Studying in a foreign 
country has caused 
me to develop skills 
that will help me the 
rest of my life. I have 
encountered 
countless situations 
and challenges 
throughout this past  

 

semester. Somehow, 
some way I was 
always able to 
overcome the odds 
and complete the task. 
Secondly, my eyes 
have been opened to a 
new culture and way 
of life. I have learned a 
lot about my own 
lifestyle and the way 
of life I am accustomed 
to. Seeing other 
viewpoints has 
enabled me to assess 
my own values and 
enhance my own 
views. This has been 
an incredible 
opportunity to grow 
and mature. I have 
truly become a more 
independent, mature 
individual. I am overly 
grateful for the 
opportunity I was 
offered to study 
abroad! (omniewn, 
Australia) 
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REFLECTIONS: 

First of all, I have to say 
that this has been the 
semester of a lifetime. 
The past five months 
have flown by and I can't 
believe that it has finally 
come to an end! The 
biggest misconception 
that I had before I came 
was naïve and personal; I 
thought that I would 
barely change during this 
experience. But, after a 
semester of living, 
studying, and traveling 
abroad, I feel like years 
have gone by, in that that 
is how much I have 
"grown up." In just a few 
short months, I have 
become more self-
sufficient, and developed 
more maturity and 
responsibility. Especially 
through travel, you 
really become an adult. 
From budgeting my trip, 
to organizing an agenda,  
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Finally, I've learned that 
Australians are competitive 
but good stewards, hard 
working yet laid back, and 
really just live life to the 
fullest. They take every day 
as it comes and make the 
most out of it. That’s 
something I will try to 
implement in my life. Oh 
and I met a ton of great 
people, Australian and not 
and have a greater respect 
for where each person 
comes from and how that 
makes us all unique. I'll 
never forget any of them. 
(podeszj, Australia) 

 

This semester in Tübingen 
has been a lot different than 
my time in Köln, and a lot 
harder. In Köln, I had a 
host family to make me  

 

food, to be social with, etc. 
Here in Tübingen, I have 
been 100% on my own. 
That means filling out all 
the paperwork that goes 
along with the German 
system, living with 
German roommates, etc. I 
have certainly grown up a 
lot from this experience, 
because I only had myself 
to rely on. I am really 
proud of the fact that I can 
say that I have lived in a 
foreign country on my 
own for 4 1/2 months. 
(diragot, Tübingen) 
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Wow I've learned so 
much it's going to be 
hard to sum it all up. 
Through my time in 
Australia I've learned to 
open up earlier and 
easier to people, and 
allowed myself to meet 
new people and be 
comfortable with 
myself. I've learned to 
relax a bit more and 
take life as it comes. Life 
doesn't have to be a 
pressure cooker; we put 
the lids on ourselves. 
I've learned to accept 
more people of different 
cultures and races, and 
backgrounds and now 
appreciate the diversity 
we have in the U.S. I 
now remember to take 
the little things for 
granted: a conversation, 
a sunset, a corny joke, or 
someone's laugh. I've 
reinforced the fact that I 
LOVE to travel. 
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